








Federal Communications Commission 
Mass Media Bureau 
1919 M Street Room 313 
Washington, D.C. 
20554 

June 2. 2003 

02977 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Our group TEN VOICES PLUS has been working for years to get the FCC 
to stand up to their responsibility and enforce the existing laws that control the 
media. 

We, and all our associates. are now shuddering to see that are they are 
relinquishing even more of their authority, and handing over the decision of what 
will be aired to a few powerful hands. 
There is no room for a monopoly is the media. 

The airways are everyone's. 
They are giving away the public's rights. 
We do not see how any part of our government can let this happen!! 

Of all organizations that should fight against that, it should be the FCC 
We assumed the FCC was FOR the public!! 

If this bureau can not do it's job, or if they are not willing to, then congress must 
create a new bureau that will. 

Oh, Big Brother!!!! 

(Mrs) P. Offerman 
Ten Voices Plus 
5901 S. Katrine Avenue 
Downers Grove, Illinois 
60516 
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Federal Communications Commission 
Oflice of the Secretarv 
445 12"' Street s w 
Room TW 2048 
Washington, DC 20554 

SUNSHINE f%RloD 

Dear Ms Secretary: 

The Sisters of St.  Joseph of Buffalo and Associate Members join me in expressiny 
our concern about the possibility of large media units becoming even larger-and 
sending smaller, local units more into the shadows 

As the media landscape across the country changes due to technolog, it i s  very 
important that we have many independent presenters of information. Com- 
munities should not be subject to cross ownership of newspapers and broadcast 
stations, one entity should not be permitted to own the majority of TV and radio 
stations. 

Avenues for local programming and voices need to be protected! 

Sincerely, 

President 
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SUNSHINE PERIOD 

Federal Co s Qmmission 
445 12th S 

d-2-33 7 Juda Miller 
25256 Piuma Rd. 
Malibu, CA 90265-3068 

Washington, DC20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 

Dcar FCC Commissioners, 

Don't abandon media safeguards! 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapzrs nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy a d  :librant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last ;.err?airi;iik pi ';tCctlons of' the pub!ic. bust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the F'JC's missiol; to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americms, are, used ir! s Eamer  whch CnGUieS !he diverse range ef voices aqd opinions needed 
in a healthy democrac,y:. Loss of these protschns would constitnte a huge md!inacceptable 
giveaway ofpublic resources .and I political I I .  power tc! a fyw lvge and pcwerhrl media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio wws in the hmds of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 

, ' ,  . ' ,  ... ,.I . .  

well-being of our nation and our future. , .  

As an Aiierican concerned s'oout W L  democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon. the last remaining contrds 011 media consolidation., hstead, I strongly.ur,ge you to 
break up the medis conglomerates; to openthe, spectrum to a wide diversiilrof organizations and 
independent.jcu?dsts, &,to reinstate,the . ,  Fairness Doctnne. ,.~ :. 

' .  , ' L,-..i!: ./,,., I 2 J,. ;.. ! ~ ' ~ o s t  sincerely, 
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public debate on the changing architecture of American media landscape. Until 

this afternoon, I was completely unaware of the desperate situation facing some 

of the worlds most powerful media corporations. However, I was under the 

impression that the FCC's primary goal was to selve the public. Evidence of your 

commissions lack of commitment to diversity and equality in broadcasting rights 

permeate my community. Of an estimated thirty five FM radio bioadcast stations 

that serve my community, I enjoy listening to only one. I am not alone in this 

opinion. A large percentage of the people I know also regard the fm band as a 

virtual wasteland, incapable of delivering even the most rudimentary pertinent 

news, information, or entertainrrlect. How can it be that only one station, in the 

entire San Diego region, is able to deliver both entertaining musical programming 

and pertinent news .information, telpfql in understanding events both local and 

worldwide? The answer is simple.,We,,one. station which has the complete loyalty 

of my FM tuner~operates completely beyond the jurisdiction of commission in 

wtcch,you currently head. By operating without a license, this station makes a 

pawerful.statepqenj, of defiance.to the corrupt policies of the FCC; polices ~. directly , 

rt:.spcnsible for the disgracefpl .sfa,tp,of our local FM band. The unlicensed .~ station 

has been embraced by,the community. It is this stations dedication to an '~ 

increasingly ignored portion of our community that makes it such a valued asset. 

There is deep resentment towards the FCC for its attempts to terminate the only 

't9t'cer. :W nnin). ?nd support. No excuse is acceptable to us. Your abuse of 

authority is the problem, not unlicensed broadcasters. The FCC had ample 

opportunity to grant irdc+????2;1:, ' iqiCZS 3 small portion s: the Droadcast band. 

CI.-..~~,.,-? i ir,  36 i::;dence ~i POW the FCC is beholden the corporate agendas, the 

F C t  c'omplete!y . .  iqnored pLiblic needs and public demands, 2nd thus forced law 
abiding :citizens to ,plm.ie their first amendment rights by openly defying your 

uncoristitutioml authoriry, These :$his are shared Lv ur?!ir;ewsed broadcasters 

and iheir loyal Ijstmers slike. Tcl ,alienate and crimina;iv prosecu!e the 
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broadcasters is to also alienate a large portion of our community. It is not at all 

difficult for us to understand how the FCC has been transformed into a tool by 

which private power amplifies the profit driven agenda an extremely isolated 

private sector of society. There is nQfhing "mythical" about our discontent. To 

completely disregard the po r t i x  of society that fully comprehends the FCC trus 

role in broadcasting is a g a v e  mistake. 

My understanding of your misdeeds and my belief and admiration 

for unlicensed broadcasting are undeniable truths. They are shared truths, 

common among citizens everywhere and will surely outlast any benefit you gain 

as a result of the misuse of your authority. Freedom of speech, press, and 

information are infinitely more important than the nominal, insignificant, and 

arbitrary financial profits. I don't feel overwhelmingly compelled to convince you 

of this, I believe an individual in your position is well aware of the . I also believe 

you are well aware of the consequences of the FCC's misconduct. Rest assured 

that hundreds of thousands of citizens are also aware of such consequences, 

and with respect to human convictions, not state sponsored convictions, hold you 

personally responsible. We recognize your disservice, and hope that at some 

point j.011 wil! understand that the arbitrary rewards of obedience you have 

gained are insignificant. And though for the time being you occupy yourself with 

the accumulation of such insignificance, we rest assured that in the end it will be 

of little compensation for such depraved behavior. 

the'GoatSkull 

2070LoganAve 

San Diego CA 921 13 
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SUNSHINE PERIOD 
1773 Hubbard ave. 

“Disappointment” is not the appropctate \.lr.ord . . ~  “astodishment” , -,4 is not 
right either -- rather the best approximatiori is,OU-GE. This word 
applies to the recent F‘CC decision to loosen media-ownership rules. 

You know we STILL live in a democracy. But this decision seriously makes 
me wonder. I am one who is witnessing the dismantling of democracy in 
my own country! 

Please permit me to remind you -- the airwaves belong to the people! Why 
then, need one like me (and the many, many others) write to you -- after 
the damaging dismantling has been effected -- and insist that adequate 
representation from all angles was lacking? Hence -- OUTRAGE. 

I believe it  was Thomas Jefferson who said: democracy depends on a 
properly-informed populace. You know there are more-than-adequate 
signs in our society now (especially under the present administration) 
that shout to us -- commercial and/or corporate interests dominate the 
media landscape! Or, perhaps, you don’t know this. If you don’t know 
this -- it’s because you haven’t been LISTENING to the PEOPLE (i.e., you 
are failing to behave democratically)! 

It has now become necessary for us “media-for-the-people” folks to 
appeal to elected officials to clean up a mess that you - the FCC - has 
created. This will be done!! 

In the meantime, you should READ the criticisms you are receiving now. 
The present letter AND all the others that are in your mailbox. 

1 ’ 5 .  Yes, I would like an acknowledgement that you received & read 
this letter from a concerned media-user and citizen. 





SUNSHINE PERIOD 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE Docket No 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media i s  absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and p o w e h l  media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost ofbroadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 

Linda Kapfer 



SUNSHINE PERIOD 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

Don't abandon media safeguards! 

I Margo h d r y  LFcc - MAILROOM 
P.O. Box 1239 
Three Rivers, CA 93271-1239 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing an xitical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity ofmedia 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of protit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials durinp elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
cnicial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 

Margo Landry 
-. 



Rachel Castor 
Cascade Science School 

WNSHINE PERIOD 16125 Skvliner's Rd. 
Bend. OR 9770 1 

Federal Commuriications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RECEMD & INSPECTED I 

FCC - MAILROOM 1 RE: Docket No. 02-277 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

1 strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served 2s an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 

,ownetship. Under.Lhe proposal you,wc. considering, cnt: cornpany in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable svstem, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, ~ F i c h  are o~".;;l-d by all 
. ~ ~ x t ~ c r u t s ,  are useddrra manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy deniocracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of thc media in the false name of "deregulation" niust be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handfiil of profit-driven corporations has 
uiiderniined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 

, ,  comrneicials during elections. The tl;cdia c:ornpwies have failed in their public trust to provide 
' I crucial unbiased iilfoimation to the public about most p b l i c  issues. Americans depend upon the 

' ' media to bring us Information that will ~ I G W  us to maka the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of out.nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls CIP media cmro!idation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglornerates, to open the spechim to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independint joutnalists, and to reinstste the Fairness Doctrine. 

Don't abandon media safeguards! 

'~ ' ' 

Most sincerely, 

Rachel Castor 
v D - T J 4  
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Viv Eddlenian 
1324 St. Elmo NE 
Canton, OH 44705 

Viv Eddlenian 
1324 St. Elmo NE 
Canton, OH 44705 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

. .  E!iz ix :kL :LEX k s :  rcisx.ii;~g prGtzitioiis ofilie public ilust would constiiuie a coriipleie 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway ofpublic resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful ofprofit-driven csrporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being ofour nation and our future. 

As an American concerned .about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge YOU to 
break up the media conglomcrates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 

C'I I: i d &  ( i 7 , i ( t /  1 

Viv Eddleman 
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Mary Partenfelder 
1209 Stonewall Circle 
Westlake Village, CA 91361-3331 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: Docket No. 02-277 
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Don't abandon media safeguards! . . . ?  

. . . I  , '. .. . .  Dear FCC Commissioners, , -  I~ 

1 strongly urze that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical sofezuards th-t 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity ofmedia 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the puolic trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections wodd constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other inodem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices n e c e s s v  for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

0 



Deborah Davis Stewart 
14604 Ninth Avenue, NE 
Shoreline, WA 98155-7039 

206-364-5815 

May 24,2003 

Michael Powell 
Chairman, FCC 
445 - IZth Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

JUN 1 3 2aa 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I urge you to delay the vote on eliminating ownership caps 01, broadcast media 
to give time for adequate discussion and reconsideration of the issues. 

I find shocking your reported unwillingness to have an open process and to 
make the American public fully aware of the changes you and your Republican 
commissioners envision making. The very fact that so few people are aware of 
what you are doing is an indication of the problem of media consolidation in the 
hands of a few gigantic corporations. Further consolidation will make it even 
harder for citizens to be fully informed and to participate in the democratic 
process. 

The fact that you have met frequently with industry leaders and have not given 
equal access to others who oppose your plan further indicate that you are NOT 
operating in the interest of the public that OWN~S the public airwaves. I also find 
that  the many trips that you have reportedly taken at industry expense is an 
indicaticin that you have no regard for the public interest. Yoli should be 
ashamed of yourself. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Stewart 

C.C. vkathleen Abernathy 
Michael Copps 
Kevin Martin 
Johathan Adelstein 
Sen. John McCain 
Sen. Earnest Hollings 
Sen. Maria Cantwell 
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